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Your vote really counted and played a major part in us winning two thousand pounds to run
cooking courses for visually impaired people in North Warwickshire.

The Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire came second in the Lloyds TSB Bank Community
Fund.

Thank you to everyone who spent time putting in a vote for us online or by going into a
branch of the bank.

We will have more news soon about the courses and when they will be starting.

After a month long display of sculptures by Ruth Edwards and colourful art work from the
Polesworth School, it is all change at the White Hart Tea Room, based in the Volunteer
Centre at the bottom of Long Street in Athertone.

The volunteer run tea room managed by the centre is welcoming local artists from Woodend
to put up their paintings.

Anni’s Arts is a small group of friends who paint and craft for fun. Anni Shearer who is behind
the group says “they all have different styles, use a variety of different mediums and also
sew and make bespoke greetings cards for a charity”

Alongside the art on the walls there will be a display cabinet of work from a retired teacher
from Nuneaton.

Virginia Hawker makes jewellery and handbags from recycled materials She says “l am very
green so | try and use things that have been something else first. Recycling materials
instead of throwing them away is very important to me. My handbags are usually made from
remnants that have been left from some other project.”

Come and have a look at the arts and crafts Monday to Friday mornings from 10am.

People in North Warwickshire are being encouraged to support their local community hub by
offering to volunteer at a launch event.

North Warwickshire Borough Council are re-branding their hubs with a new structure and a
new logo.

There will be four events in the run up to Christmas where people can find out more what a
hub does and how they can volunteer at their local hub.

The events are taking place 3 — 6pm at



Baddesley Hub on the 10" December
Hartshill Hub on the 11™ December
Coleshill Hub on the 16™ December
Arley Hub on the 17" December

People are needed to help with general organisation and to run arts and crafts and cake
decorating with people who come to the events.

The Borough Council are also looking for people to have stalls at the events — you may want
to sell arts and crafts, greetings cards or baking.

To become a hub volunteer or to enquire about a stall please email Michelle
michelle.black@vcnw.org.uk or call 01827 717073 to find out more.

People are being encouraged to try a new arts and crafts group in Atherstone.
It is held at the Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire on Fridays 11 — 1pm.
Christmas is fast approaching so festive cards will be the theme over the next few weeks.

There’s free tea and cake.

Warwickshire CAVA North Warwickshire office have invited the Volunteer Centre North
Warwickshire to join them in bringing the next Voluntary Action North Forum to you.

From now on the centre will play a part in the organisation of the event as well presenting
exciting volunteering news to you.

The date for the next forum is Thursday 27" November 2014 — save the date, your invite will
be arriving in your in box soon.

Chutney and pickle sales are going well. Don’t miss out, pop into the White Hart Tea Room
to pick up some pickle onions, red spicy cabbage, courgette chutney and red and green
tomato chutney.

Thanks to our volunteers we now stock some pickled cauliflower.

£1.00 a small jar, £1.50 medium and £2.00 large.

Great for early Christmas presents!
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Coming soon there will be a selection of chutney / pickles Christmas hampers.

One of the Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire’s Help at Hand volunteers is in the
Christmas edition of Good Housekeeping Magazine.

Jaydene Biddulph from Water Orton befriends an elderly lady, Eva in Coleshill. She meets
with her to keep her company and take her on trips out.

In a feature about Inspiring Women, Jaydene is pictured in a glamourous Christmas photo
shoot, which she travelled down to London for. She tells her story about meeting Eva
through the Help at Hand project, funded by the Big Lottery, and how they formed a close
friendship.

If you are inspired by Jaydene and would like to become a volunteer befriender, give Julie a
ring on 01827 717073 or email info@vcnw.org.uk.
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Volunteering Opportunities

The Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire has a separate e-newsletter which goes out
advertising volunteering opportunities. Our latest bulletin went out recently, if you missed it,
here it is again in two parts:

Latest Volunteering Opportunities Bulletin Part One

Latest Volunteering Opportunities Bulletin Part Two

The next bulletin is being put together very soon — if you are an organisation with an
opportunity to advertise, please let the centre know by emailing michelle.black@vcnw.org.uk.

New Opportunity Just In:

Food Collection Volunteers

Volunteers are needed to help with another food collection weekend for the North
Warwickshire food bank.

The event will take place on Friday 12" and Saturday 13" December between 10am and
5pm at the small co-op store in long street Atherstone.

If you could spare an hour or two to help collect much needed food for this worthy cause
please let the Volunteer Centre know by calling 01827 717073 or email info@vcnw.org.uk.
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Training and Courses

Sarina Russo, Job Access is currently offering fully funded NVQ training for staff across the
West Midlands.

There are a number of qualifications available including; Business Administration Level 2 &
3, Customer Service Level 2 & 3, Team Leading and Management Level 2 & 3, Food
Production Level 2 & 3. We also have Health and Social care level 2 & 3 and House Keeping
Level 2 & 3.

They are contacting charities and businesses in the area who have paid staff working for
them, . They are offering the qualifications to any age, but people must work a minimum of
thirty hours per week and cannot have a degree to be eligible for this fully funded training.
All learning is carried out onsite, where the assessor will attend the business once every 3
weeks for around 2 hours. If this is something you believe your employees would benefit
from please let me know. We can deliver on any site across the West Midlands, if you would
like to request further information please get in touch.

For more information, please contact Jodie lliffe on 02476 238150.

Please see attached information about jobs and training.

Other News

A Christmas lunch is being held for people in Hartshill and the surrounding areas who, for
some reason, won'’t be getting a lunch at home or who have no one to celebrate Christmas
with.

A traditional Christmas dinner will be served alongside some entertainment is being
organised by the Holy Trinity Church and will be held in the nearby community centre.

If you need more information, please email Carol Miles carol.miles@sky.com or
07703358001.
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North Warwickshire Borough Council are currently raising awareness of the issues that
people face every day who suffer with dementia.

They are working towards being a ‘Dementia Friendly’ area and need your support to help
them achieve this aim — including sharing information, websites and details with friends,
families and businesses.

A Dementia Friendly training session is being held at the council on Wednesday 18" March
2015 — more details to be confirmed.

In the meantime they want you to sign up to become a ‘Dementia Friend’ and share any
information on facebook and twitter pages.

Anyone can sign up to be a Dementia Friend. Go to www.dementiafriends.org.uk for more
information.
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Useful Website Links

www.venw.org.uk — our website — Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire.

www.facebook.com/volunteercentrenw - like our page - all about what’s happening with us.

www.do-it.org.uk — search for more volunteering opportunities.

www.volunteercentre.org.uk Volunteer Centre Nuneaton and Bedworth

www.vinspired.com - information about volunteering for young people.

www.employeevolunteering.co.uk — find out how your work place can volunteer.

www.vso.org.uk — Voluntary Service Overseas.

www.wecava.org.uk — information about forming your own community group.

www.northwarks.gov.uk - North Warwickshire Borough Council

www.learnmyway.com — Online Courses — remember to use centre code 3455824.
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If you have anything of interest for the next issue, please email it to
michelle.black@vcnw.org.uk.

Volunteer Centre, North Warwickshire,
White Hart House,

Long Street,

Atherstone,
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North Warwickshire,
CV9 1AX

01827 717073

www.vcnw.org.uk
www.facebook.com/volunteercentrenw
Follow us on Twitter @vcnw.

Opening Times:
Monday 10 — 1pm, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10 - 3pm and Fridays 10 - 1pm

Charity No 1113322. Company No. 569754.
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